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************************************************
PER GLENSIDE WEBSITE Limited LIBRARY MEETING
LIBRARY PARTIALLY CLOSED FOR Meetings
No food or drink are allowed inside
UPDATED MEETING INFORMATION

* * * Saturday March 27, 2021 * * *
4th Saturday at 10 AM via Zoom.
A meeting where you get to stay at home.
There will be a meeting invitation email Thursday evening
before the Zoom meeting on Saturday morning at 10:00
On March 27, 2021 presenter:
Our own Larry Bothe will describe how to build an
interactive electronic flight simulator for younger children
as he did for the Freeman Army Airfield Museum
in Seymour, Indiana.
REMINDER: $20.00 Membership dues for 2021 are due.
Mail dues to CAEUG, P.O. Box 3150, Glen Ellyn, IL 60138
************************************************
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Stay Home, Stay Safe, Wash your hands!!!!
Stay tuned for updates!!!

Lamp Post 233
March 2021
by John Spizzirri
The Decorah Eagles ( 1 ) north nest eggs are in a
very deep 'nest bowl' built by the adults due to the
extreme cold in the first weeks after the eggs were
laid (2/16 and 2/19). The south nest was not used
this year. The pair that used it last year built another
nest in a different tree. By the time you read this the
north nest eggs will be ready to hatch. The eaglets may be hard to see due to
the deep nest bowl. Watch for the first hatchling anytime after March 21st.
1) https://is.gd/0YqTVG
Have you ever wanted to listen to radio stations from a city other than
Chicago, perhaps your home town? There is a web site that will let you do just
that. Drive and listen ( 1 ) lets you pick various cities in the U. S. and around
the world. You do not get to pick the radio station being heard on the video. A
video is included that simulates driving in the city of your choice. It is not real
time as all cities are in day light. You can include or exclude street noises,
increase or decrease the speed of the car / motorbike, and control the volume
on the web site. Some sites include GPS coordinates.
1) https://driveandlisten.herokuapp.com/
Keyboard shortcuts using the Windows key can be handy to avoid going
through numerous menus. Here is a list of short cuts that can help.
Windows+A: Open Action center
Windows+D: Hide or display the desktop
Windows+E: Open File Explorer
Windows+G: Open the Xbox Game Bar
Windows+H: Open the Dictation bar
Windows+i: Open Windows Settings
Windows+K: Open the Connect sidebar
Windows+L: Lock your PC
Windows+M: Minimize all windows
Windows+R: Open the Run dialog box
Windows+S: Open Search
Windows+U: Display Ease of Access Center
Windows+X: Open Power User menu
Windows+Comma (,): Peek at the desktop
Mick Hedrick sent me an email about the death of Ennio Morricone ( 1, 2 )
last year at 91 years old. He was an award winning musician and composer.
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He wrote the scores to many films; Exorcist II, La Cage aux Folles I, II, III,
The Untouchables, Bulworth, A Fistful of Dollars, and many others. He has
been inducted into the Grammy Hall of Fame ( 3 ) for The Good, the Bad and
the Ugly ( 4, 5 ).
1)
2)
3)
4)
5)

https://is.gd/ipZLUQ
http://www.enniomorricone.org/
https://www.grammy.com/node/135525#m
https://youtu.be/enuOArEfqGo
https://youtu.be/pLgJ7pk0Xs

Tired of your Internet Service Provider ( ISP 1 )? Looking for another choice?
Engineered by SpaceX ( 2 ), Starlink ( 3 ) might be the answer. SpaceX is
now offering data speeds from 50Mb/s to 150Mb/s and latency from 20ms to
40ms in most locations as they enhance the Starlink system. There will also be
brief periods of no connectivity at all. As they launch more satellites, data
speed, latency and uptime will improve. Business Insider reports ( 4 ) that
you can order a kit on a first come first served basis to get this equipment to
start this service based on the 1,241 satellites already launched. The kit costs
$499 total but can be ordered for $99 down. SpaceX plans on launching an
additional 42,000 low orbit satellites by 2027 to offer high speed Internet
world wide. Hopefully, Starlink won't become another Comcast or AT&T with
abysmal customer service.
1)
2)
3)
4)

https://is.gd/2DJBhJ
https://www.spacex.com/
https://www.starlink.com/
https://is.gd/dJVpo9

The Taskbar ( 1 ) on Windows 10 has all the shortcuts to apps you use most,
it keeps notifications, and system app icons. You can customize the taskbar
and change it per your preferences. As with all Windows products, errors occur
that hinder the functionalities of the taskbar. When that happens, you can
restart the Taskbar and if that does not help, reset it ( 2 ).
To restart the Taskbar requires restarting Windows Explorer. When that
happens, the taskbar restarts automatically. To do it, rightclick on a blank
area of the taskbar and select Task Manager from the menu. It will open the
Task Manager. In the Processes tab select Windows Explorer and click on the
Restart button at the bottom of the Task Manager window. Windows Explorer
along with the taskbar will restart. If that does not solve the problem, you
may need to reset the Windows 10 Taskbar.
In order to rest the Taskbar you will need to create a batch file with the file
extension .bat. A batch file is also known as a script. Copy and paste the
following script into a Notepad file and save it with a .BAT file extension. You
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can do so by entering .BAT at the end of the file name while saving it to your
desk top. As for a file name use Taskreset.bat This procedure comes from
Microsoft ( MS 3 ), but run it at your own risk as it modifys the registry and hidden
files.
REG DELETE
HKCU\Software\Microsoft\Windows\CurrentVersion\Explorer\Streams\Desktop /F
taskkill /f /im explorer.exe

taskkill /f /im shellexperiencehost.exe
del
%localappdata%\Packages\Microsoft.Windows.ShellExperienceHost_cw5n1h2t
xyewy\TempState\* /q
start explorer.exe
After saving the .BAT file, run it by doubleclicking on it.
This will remove all your taskbar toolbars, cache and restart explorer.exe.
You may also manually remove the unwanted icons from the taskbar and the
notification area.
Hope this helps.
1) https://is.gd/n2FKzB
2) https://is.gd/6oRIJK
3) https://www.microsoft.com/
As things start slowly getting back to 'normal', I am finding that gasoline
prices are going up substantially. Its time to break out the old standby web
sites Gasbuddy ( 1 ) and Geigo ( 2 ). These two web sites can find the least
expensive gasoline on your expected route for the day. Gasbuddy has an
Android and iPhone app for your mobile phone. In order to use the app you
are expected to reveal you GPS location. Geico also has apps, but I am not as
familiar with its intricacies. The refineries have been hit hard by the harsh
winter in Texas and workers not able to work due to lock downs ( 3 ). The
summer blend roll out is about to start which always increases prices. With
fewer people flying and a surge in 'cabin fever', I am sure week end get aways
and short driving holidays for those who can afford it will multiply prices.
1) https://www.gasbuddy.com/
2) https://is.gd/dTVVSG
3) https://is.gd/pFSroR
My glasses are not always up to the task of bringing the text into focus. Some
of the people on the Internet use such small fonts or the pictures are so small
I cannot make out what is going on. The quick fix is on the keyboard. Hold the
control key (CTRL) and tap plus / equal key ( + = ). Each tap gets the screen
to zoom in. You may have to use slide bars on the bottom or right side to
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maneuver to the part of the screen you wish to see. To bring the screen back
to where it was hold the control key (CTRL) and tap underscore / minus key (
_  ) the same number of times you used to make the screen large. As an
alternative press and hold the Windows key and tap plus / equal key ( + = ).
That combination will open the Windows magnifier app ( 1 ). To turn it off,
press and hold the Windows key and tap the Esc key. To find out how to use
the magnifier go to the link as MS explains it quite well.
1) https://is.gd/whuq8l
Arstechnica ( 1 ) reports that the government of People's Republic of China
( PRC 2 ) has asked that employees working at certain facilities not drive
their Tesla ( 3 ) vehicles to work but housing is okay. The Wall Street Journal
( 4 ) reported that this request was due to the economic rift between the
United States and the PRC. Reuters ( 5 ) and Bloomberg ( 6 ) both reported
that Teslas have been 'banned' from 'military complexes' including military
housing. This is all due to the the eight exterior cameras and the one interior
camera on each Tesla. The PRC and its military are concerned that Tesla may
'phone home' with pictures.
1)
2)
3)
4)
5)
6)

https://arstechnica.com/?p=1750888
https://www.fmprc.gov.cn/mfa_eng/
https://www.tesla.com/
https://is.gd/1gu1vJ
https://is.gd/PaSbOG
https://is.gd/i4L5fI
Between you, me and the LampPost, that's all for now.

Staying Safe Online  A Rational Approach
Pam Holland, Founder and President, TechMoxie
December 2019
https://www.techmoxie.com/
Pam (at) techmoxie.com
We get many questions about online security. And we often get brought in to
help clean up after an incident of fraud. As a result, we have developed what
we consider 'a rational approach' to online security. Rather than focusing
on all of the possible risks, we urge our clients to first address factors that
present the highest risk. With respect to protecting from online risk, we apply
the 80/20 rule. In short, 80% of the risk comes from 20% of the possible
causes. In other words, if we just address the top possible risks, we eliminate
the most common ways people are victimized online.
We suggest thinking about protecting your data as you might approach
protecting your home. We all take reasonable steps to secure our homes; we
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lock our doors, close windows, and leave lights on. The goal is to reduce risk
as eliminating risk is nearly impossible. The same is true in our digital lives.
Taking small measures goes a long way towards keeping us safe, but it is
nearly impossible to eliminate all risk.
Consider your personal risk factors. This is not unlike assessing your home for
the risk of a breakin. If you live on the top floor of a highrise, leaving your
windows open does not present the same risk as if you were on the ground
floor. With respect to your tech, do you have people regularly in your home
that you need to protect your data from? Do you bank online? Do you have
sensitive financial or other documents on your computer? Do you only use
your computer for email? Do you or a family member have cognitive issues
that might make you more vulnerable to fraud?
Based on our experience seeing the aftermath of fraud, taking steps to cover
these six items will go far towards your online safety:
1. Use Unique Passwords. I know this isn't what many want to hear, but
unfortunately, the risk in reusing the same password is increasing. A few
years ago, the common advice was to create a unique password that was hard
to guess. Today, the risk is not that someone will guess your password  the
fraudsters already know it. Large corporate data breaches (e.g., Equifax and
Marriott) may have put our passwords into the hands of fraudsters. If you
typically use the same password for multiple accounts (and worse if you have
used it for years), fraudsters are more likely to be able to access your other
accounts. To return to the home analogy, it is as if you have given out your
key to numerous people over the years  it's now time to change the locks.
Some options:
◦ Use a password manager  This might mean allowing Chrome or your
Mac to save your passwords or using a thirdparty service like LastPass. I am
often asked if they are safe. The only answer that I can really give is that they
are safe until they aren't. I have chosen to allow my passwords to be saved on
my Mac. For me, it has reduced my risk (because I don't need to reuse
passwords) while (somewhat) saving my sanity. But a caution: If others have
access to your computer, they may be able to view your passwords.
◦ Write them down  This works well for many. Of course, it is important
to keep the passwords in a safe place.
◦ Develop a unique naming convention  For example, you might take a
short phrase that you will remember then add something unique to that
account site.
◦ Make your passwords safer by using twostep authentication  This is
an option in most online accounts (email, Facebook, banking). How does it
work? When you log in from a new device or location, you'll be sent a code via
smartphone or landline. This makes it harder for fraudsters to log into
accounts even if they have your password. To set up, go to the account or
privacy/security settings in your online accounts.
2. Never Allow Remote Access to Your Computer (unless you have
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sought reputable assistance like from TechMoxie ). Fraudsters would like
nothing more than to gain access to your computer. They pretend to be from
Amazon, Microsoft, Apple or another company you know well, offering to
"help" you with a service issue. Assume fraud if you get an email, call or
computer alert from a familiar company or government name. Once in your
computer, they can access accounts and passwords. We have seen quite a lot
of damage from these schemes.
3. Think Before You Click. Assume links in the email are fraudulent
unless you can prove otherwise by checking with the sender. Fraudsters easily
create emails that look like they came from a friend, bank or even the
government. The email might be friendly ("Hey, check this out") or intended to
provoke anxiety ("your Amazon order for a diamond ring has just shipped") or
seemingly innocuous ("your computer needs service"). Fraudsters are hoping
to get passwords or other personal information. Remember, customer service
doesn't come to you! Instead of clicking, go to the website directly via the
internet.
4. Beware of PopUps A "popup" is a window or box that opens on
your computer  often with a warning. Do not believe popup warnings
claiming there is a problem with your computer. Never give them remote
access. Warnings may claim to be from Microsoft, Apple or another company
you are familiar with. What to do? Shutdown and restart your computer and
the popup should be gone!
5. Update Devices Regularly. Companies like Microsoft, Apple and Google
lookout for software vulnerabilities that fraudsters can take advantage of. They
issue updates to fix these issues. Some devices may be set to automatically
update, but others may require you to take a specific action. This applies to
computers, tablets and smartphones.
6. Beware the Telephone. Scams change but follow common
themes. Neither Apple nor Microsoft will call to alert you of problems.
Government agencies such as IRS, Social Security Admin nor the local Sheriff
will call claiming you owe money. If you are still in doubt, hang up and call the
agency from a number that you have looked up independently.
We hope you find these tips helpful  and as always, we are here to help!

February 1 is National Change Your Password Day
Author: Dorothy Fitch, Editor, GVR Computer Club, AZ
February 2020 issue Green Bytes
www.ccgvaz.org
dmfitch (at) cox.net
You know that you should pay attention to your passwords. You shouldn't
reuse the same one on multiple sites, you should change them now and then,
and you should use strong passwords.

http://www.caeug.net

Con't pg 8

Page 7

But did you know that there is a special day that should inspire you to change
your passwords? I just discovered that February 1 is National Change Your
Password Day. (There is also a World Password Day on the first Thursday of
May.)
According to an inc.com article, the top 10 passwords in use are:
1. 123456
2. password
3. 123456789
4. 12345678
5. 12345
6. 111111
7. 1234567
8. sunshine
9. qwerty
10. iloveyou
A different article cites ji32k7au4a83 as being a remarkably common
password? Why? Because it translates to "mypassword" in English when typed
on a bilingual keyboard in Mandarin Chinese. Click to read this interesting
article.
So, as you head to your computer today to change your passwords in honor of
this special day, keep in mind these password "best practices" from
the inc.com article:
1. Don't use personal information in your password.
2. Make it memorable, but not simple.
3. Use longer passwords mixed with letters and numbers and symbols.
4. Don't reuse your passwords.
5. Use TwoFactor Authentication (when you are sent a code to your email
address or phone to authenticate your identity)
6. Stategize Your Password Manager (Read PC Magazine's article on Best
Password Managers for 2020.)
Automated hacking systems use a "bruteforce" method of simply trying
random passwords to break into an account. This analysis of how quickly
(approximately) a password could be "guessed" using this method proves the
importance of creating strong passwords. Here are some examples:
• 5 characters (3 lowercase letters, 2 numbers): .03 seconds
• 7 characters (1 capital letter, 6 lowercase letters): 9 minutes
• 8 characters (4 lowercase letters, 2 special characters, 2 numbers): 2.6
days
• 9 characters (2 capital letters, 3 lowercase letters, 2 numbers, 2 special
characters): 9.1 years
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Read the article to find out a password type that would take approximately 7.5
million years to hack!
How strong is a password you have chosen? Check it here.
So, go change your passwords. Now! (Even if is no longer Feb. 1.)
Interesting Internet Finds August 2020
Steve Costello
scostello (at) sefcug.com
In the course of going through the more than 300 RSS feeds, I often run across
things that I think might be of interest to other user group members.
The following are some items I found interesting during the month of July 2020.
Why Video Calls Are So Exhausting (And What You Can Do About It)
https://www.besttechie.com/whyvideocallsaresoexhaustingandwhatyoucando
aboutit/

Attending a lot of video conferences and now exhausted? Check out this post for
some ideas on how to cope with that.
How To Enter BIOS In Windows 10
https://www.digitalcitizen.life/howbootuefibioswindowstabletsconvertibles
You may never need to know this but if you ever need to access, or change, settings
of the BIOS of your Windows 10 device, it is good to know.
3 Different Kindle Homescreens – Which !s Your Favorite?
https://blog.theebookreader.com/2020/07/09/3differentkindlehomescreens
whichisyourfavorite/
I have been a Kindle user for a long time and did not know this. If you have a newer
Kindle, and dislike the default homescreen check out this post for other options.
How To Get InEar Headphones To Fit Properly
https://www.techlicious.com/howto/tipsforgettinginearheadphonestofitproperly/

I go through a lot of inear headphones, for some reason, so this is something I deal
with frequently. If you have problems getting the earpieces to fit properly, check out
this post for some possible solutions.
11 Handy Zoom Hacks To Make Your Digital Life Easier
https://www.mentalfloss.com/article/626634/zoommeetinghacks
If you are like me, you are attending more zoom meetings these days. Check out this
post to make things easier for yourself. There were some of these hacks I didn’t
know about before reading this post.
What Is SupportAssist and Should I Let It Run?
https://askleo.com/whatissupportassistandshouldiletitrun/
http://www.caeug.net
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If you have a brand name PC that is still under
warranty and has this type of application installed, you
should read this post. (Note: I have an HP desktop, and
follow Leo’s advice to keep things going while under
warranty.)
**********
This work by Steve Costello is licensed under a Creative
Commons Attribution 4.0 International License.
As long as you attribute this article, you can use it in
part, or whole, for your newsletter, website, or blog.

Meeting

Location

and

Special

Accommodations
The Glenside Public Library address is
at 25 E Fullerton Avenue, Glendale
Heights, Illinois.

Please park away

from the building. Thank you. The
meeting(s) are not library

sponsored

and all inquiries should be directed to
Mike

Goldberg

.

Individuals

with

disabilities who plan to attend this
program

and

who

require

certain

accommodations in order to observe

March 2021 DVD of the Month

and / or
are

AdwCleaner  Updated adware removal tool
AlternateShutdown  Tool to automate shutdown at
specific date and time
ARI  Monthly newsletter
AudioBook  Free audio book
BlackFps  First person shooter game
Cherrytree  Notepad replacement with additional
features
DVDOMlists  Contents of CDs and DVDs of the Month
Farbar Recovery Scan Tool  Crash recovery tool
FATpick  Guitar practice program
FileCreator  Create lists of directories
FixWindows10Privacy  Disable 130 rules to protect
your privacy
GuitarChord  Guitar practice program
HomeCinema  Organize your movies
MemberContributions  Things members send me
MPVEASYPlayer  Media player
OldTimeRadio  Old radio audio files
QuickAudio  Program for converting audio files
Shortcut  Editor for video files
tinyMediaManager  Organize your media files
YUMI  Multiboot USB creator

participate in the program

requested

to

contact

president, Mike Goldberg at , at least
five (5) days prior to the program, so
that reasonable accommodation can be
made.

Mailing address:
CAEUG
P.O. Box 3150
Glen Ellyn, IL 60138
Members Helpline
Any member can volunteer to be
on the Members Helpline.
Hardware problems, Win 7, Win
10, Linux and Virus Removal
 John Spizzirri
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Kathy Groce

Board Member Frank Braman
Webmaster

John Spizzirri

webmaster(at)caeug.net
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