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************************************************
PER GLENSIDE WEBSITE Limited LIBRARY MEETING
LIBRARY PARTIALLY CLOSED FOR Meetings
No food or drink are allowed inside
UPDATED MEETING INFORMATION

* * * Our at home Saturday January 23, 2021 * * *
Our meeting will be on the
4th Saturday at 10 AM via Zoom.
A meeting where you get to stay at home.
There will be a meeting invitation email Thursday evening
before the Zoom meeting on Saturday morning at 10:00
Our January 23, 2021 presenter:
CAEUG's John Spizzirri will present a recording of
Geeks on Tour  Google Photo

REMINDER: $20.00 Membership dues for 2021 are due.
Mail dues to CAEUG, P.O. Box 3150, Glen Ellyn, IL 60138
************************************************
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Stay Home, Stay Safe, Wash your hands!!!!
Stay tuned for updates!!!

Lamp Post 231
January 2021
by John Spizzirri

The Decorah Eagles (1) north nest pair has started
rebuilding the nest. The south nest pair has not shown up
as of this writing. The rebuilding should take one to three
weeks. The first egg is usually laid in the second to third
week of February. Watching the reconstruction is
interesting.

1) https://is.gd/0YqTVG
Larry Bothe sent an email asking me if there was a way to check a web site
or file to see if it was loaded with a virus. He had gotten an email allegedly
from a friend with a link to a web site. I told him that I regularly get emails
from email addresses that have his name on them but are not his email
address. I never click on any link or open any file attached to any of these e
mail. I place them in a folder named Scams. I erase any email in that folder
that is six months old every month. I keep scam email around in the event
that a national or international criminal or organization is prosecuted so that I
can aide that prosecution. Its not only Larry Bothe, I get phony email from all
sorts of people I know. They all go into the Scam folder. My advice to him was
that if an email seemed fishy, check the email address to be sure it came
from the name listed as the sender. If that was correct, call or email the
sender to see if they actually sent the email. If you cannot wait there are a
number of web sites that will check the validity of web sites and or files for
viruses (1  10).
1) https://www.virustotal.com/gui/
2) https://www.urlvoid.com/
3) https://opentip.kaspersky.com/
4) https://scanurl.net/
5) https://www.phishtank.com/
6) https://is.gd/qd259I
7) https://safeweb.norton.com/
8) https://is.gd/ptFf3o
9) https://is.gd/1UDzfs
10) https://is.gd/nyuBHi
The first two on the list are probably the best to use. The last one trys
to sell you stuff before it lets you do the test. Some of them want your
opinion of the site you are testing (?). Some offer much more
information that you probably ever wanted. I just use caution and
common sense. I stopped being curious after I got burned one time.
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You may have received Google's (1) 'Important policy changes for Google
Account storage' email. You got the email if you have used Gmail, Google
Photos, Google Docs, Sheets, Slides, Drawings, or Forms. Google has realized
that hard drive space costs money and they cannot give it away indefinitely.
Beginning June 1, 2021, if your account is 'inactive' (2) for 24 months your
data will be deleted. Before that happens they will remind you with email.
The deletions will not start until June 1, 2023. If you pay for drive space via
Google One (3) and are up to date on your payments, you will be unaffected.
If you regularly use your Gmail, Google Photos, Google Docs, Sheets, Slides,
Drawings, or Forms accounts, you will not be affected either. If you exceed
your storage limit for your account, your data may be deleted. By the way,
this email term of service is very liberal. Many free email providers will
delete your email account in two or three months of inactivity.
1) https://www.google.com/
2) https://is.gd/V4P58O
3) https://one.google.com/about
You may have received YouTube's (1) change in Terms of Service email. Just
so you know, Google owns YouTube. Essentially, it says that you cannot collect
information that might identify a person without their permission including
facial recognition. This is to prevent other companies IDing people using
artificial intelligence and facial recognition from competing with
YouTube/Google. Secondly, YouTube reserves the right to monetize (2) all
content on the site. They state they will place commercials on videos. What
they don't say is what they will sell to third parties in the monetization
process. Thirdly, is just a house keeping notice that if you are a video producer
that they pay, taxes will be collected.
1) https://www.youtube.com/
2)
https://is.gd/UxIzMd
See the 'Commercial Monetization Example'
paragraph

Google has been an active leader developing proprietary cost free Windows
software. They have also been a leader in killing the same software. I have
used some of this software an liked it a lot. Writely (1) was one of my
favorites. It was killed in favor of Google Docs. Docs is a good product but
much more difficult to access. I find it clumsy. Google Plus (2) was social
network with communications capabilities. It was killed because of software
security flaws. Picasa (3) was an digital image (photo) organizer, viewer, and
editor. It cannot be downloaded from Microsoft (4) any more. It is available
from third party free software suppliers (5, 6). It works off line with locally
stored images. Google has killed 223 products (7) over the years. If you
check the product site (8) right now you will find about 81 free products plus
some pay products. Free is actually not quite accurate. Google extracts
information about you when you use these 'free' products and sells that
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information.
1)
2)
3)
4)
5)
6)
7)
8)

https://arstechnica.com/?p=91934
https://is.gd/w9r3GW
https://is.gd/PO6AZl
https://www.microsoft.com/
https://is.gd/lYRiLR
https://is.gd/QBAXHY
https://killedbygoogle.com/
https://is.gd/haQdQG

The living Internet (1) is a web site that has history and links that explain
topics such as the Internet (2), Web (3), email (4), Usenet (5), IRC (6),
MUD (7), and Lists (8). It covers design, use, features, security, and help
aspects of each of the topics.
1)
2)
3)
4)
5)
6)
7)
8)

http://livinginternet.com/
https://is.gd/6NRKij
https://is.gd/8aot7l
https://is.gd/HjIgBk
https://is.gd/NbrmiL
https://is.gd/eCD0JA
https://is.gd/RR7F2l
https://is.gd/4g4gK6

Windows 10 (1) has a few interesting features that previous versions did not
have. Aero shake (2) is a way to close or open desktop windows rapidly. The
way to close all windows other than the one you are working on is to left click
on the title bar of the working window and hold the click. Shake that window
with the left mouse button down and all other windows will disappear. Shake it
again and they will reappear. The Win 10 calculator (3) has significantly more
functionality than previous Windows versions calculators. Beside the standard
and scientific modes there are now Graphing, Programmer, and Date
Calculation modes. There are conversions for currency, volume, length, weight
and measure, temperature, energy, area, speed, time, power, data, pressure,
and angle. The Windows 10 Secret Start Menu (4) is accessed by right clicking
the Start button. The menu that comes up has the items that you commonly
access plus the shut down buttons. God mode (5) is handled slightly differntly
than previous Windows versions. Be sure you have administrative rights then
right click on the desk top and select Shortcut. In the area that opens up,
enter this;
%windir%\explorer.exe shell:::{ED7BA4708E54465E825C99712043E01C}
Click finish, then give it a name. You can call it anything you want. For
simplicity, I call it God Mode. In older versions of Windows you had to get a
third party product to have a clipboard history. In Windows 10 a clipboard
history (6) is included. You have to turn it on by going to Windows Settings 
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System  Clipboard. Turn on the Save multiple items selection. When you want
to use a previously copied item press the Windows key and the V key to view
the saved items. Select the item to paste and you are done.
1)
2)
3)
4)
5)
6)

https://is.gd/BS74fR
https://is.gd/tTEOWJ
https://is.gd/3snqqi
https://is.gd/w1OAB2
https://is.gd/fyPafK
https://is.gd/ekSQ8l
Between you, me and the LampPost, that's all for now.

About Reading and Using Goodreads
By Steve Costello
Retired, former user group officer and newsletter editor, grandfather, blogger,
creative writing prompt blog participant, and loves to read.
Computers, Technology, and User Groups Blog: http://ctublog.sefcug.com/
Creative Writing and Book Review Blog: http://sefccw.wordpress.com/
Good Reads: https://www.goodreads.com/sefccw
scostello (at) sefcug.com
A Little Background
I read or want to read and review, as well as getting recommendations for
new books to read. She has asked me to put together an article about how I
use Goodreads so, the following will show you how I use it, and hopefully it
can help you in these times of social distancing and isolation.
I have been using Goodreads since the beginning of 2012. As of this writing, I
have read almost 1500 books since I joined up.
Get Started
First, go to goodreads.com. You will come to a page where you can read
about Goodreads, and sign up for your own account, which is free.
Once you have signed up, set up your profile and account settings.
In your profile the only required field is your First Name, the rest of the fields
are optional include as little or as much as you feel comfortable with, you can
always go back and edit the profile later.
In settings, you can set privacy preferences, who can view various items, send
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private messages, and more.
The Home Page
When you sign in Goodreads will open to the Home page. The Home page
contains information about what you are currently reading, if anything, and
ad, a link to News & Interviews, the current year’s Reading Challenge
progress, a list or your current bookshelves, and more on the lefthand side,
the righthand side will show updates from your friends.
The My Books Page
The top section of the page has a search box where you can search for a book
or author to add books to your shelves.
On the lefthand side, is a listing of your bookshelves with a count of the
contents; reading activity links, add book links, and tools.
The righthand side contains columns of your recorded books, which can be
sorted in many ways. The way I use these columns is to go to my wantto
read bookshelf or a specific bookshelf, and sort by date added to figure out my
next read.
Browse Page
On this page, you will find links to Recommendations, Choice Awards,
Giveaways, New Releases, Lists, Explore, and News & Interviews.
I use Recommendations when I am looking to find a new author to read, and
this is only occasionally as I have over 2,000 on my wanttoread shelf.
I check the Giveaways link daily to see if there is something I would like to get
for review. This is also a way to find a new author. The giveaways can be
either print or Kindle versions, and you will receive an email if you win telling
you how and when it will be received.
The other link I use from this page is the New Releases. I use this at the
beginning of each month and then place a hold at my local library site for new
releases from authors I like to read.
Community Page
This page has links to Groups, Discussions, Quotes, Ask the Author, Trivia,
Quizzes, Creative Writing, People, and Events.
I don’t know much about these links, but some might be interested.
Conclusion
I hope that this gives you a good idea of what Goodreads is all about, and gets
you to sign up and start recording what you are reading. If you want to get an
idea
of
what
I
read
check
out
my
Goodreads
at
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https://www.goodreads.com/sefccw. If you have joined up, you can also
follow me, add me as a friend, message me, and compare books at the same
URL after signing in.
Also, I like to go back and read early books in a series if I like the author. Just
check the author’s page to see if there is a listing of the books in a series,
which will be in book number order, and then see if your library has a copy you
can borrow, or find on Amazon, Google Play Books, thrift stores, yard sales, or
anywhere else that might have them.
Happy reading!
**********************************
This work by Steve Costello is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution
4.0 International License. As long as you attribute this article, you can use it in
part, or whole, for your newsletter, website, or blog.

Why Linux?

By Jim Quinn, Vice President
Under the Computer Hood User Group
November 2020 issue, Drive Light
www.uchug.org
vicepresident (at) uchug.org
In 2008 we (my wife & I) decided to do the 5year plan to
retire in 2012. We calculated our retirement income and
expenses (including taxes) to make sure we could live
satisfactory on that amount.
This forced me to think about technology for us and our two daughters, and
how to support them with hardware, software (Win 7), tech support, and what
it would cost. I was always helping my daughters with problems fixing
Windows 7 and computer hardware. So, I built 2 new computers for myself,
specifications listed below, one was for Linux and one for Windows 7
(hardware to replace current Win 7 machine).
I also had to face the issue of software. A problem with propriety software is
that updates to the Operating System (OS) and applications may prevent
them from running on your current hardware. Also, propriety applications may
no longer be supported by the OS (security updates) or abandoned.
Linux offers free software (the OS and the applications) with many choices of
OS (distributions aka distros) and applications. That way, if either becomes
unavailable or unsupported there are many alternatives available. Linux
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distros vary from the highly technical (you choose what is included and you
compile your own) to ready to use distros (Linux Mint and many others, aka
many flavors). You also have a choice of desktops; you can use a distro that
looks like Windows, Mac, or any other desktop styles. The good thing about
Linux is you have many choices of distros, desktops, and applications.
In 2010 I found Linux Mint 9 and started my quest to see if it would work for
me and my daughters, as I’m the tech support for them. I finally settled on
Mint 9 Maté as the replacement for Win 7 as it seemed to have all the software
applications the daughters would need and hopefully would also meet my
needs. The Linux Mint 9 Maté interface was easy to learn and I really liked the
multiple workspaces.
Within about a year, the daughters’ computers started having Win 7 problems
and hardware issues.
I started looking around for replacement computers and ordered a refurbished
computer to test out Mint 9. TigerDirect & Newegg seemed to have good
prices for prior models, so I ordered one. The testing went great, so I added a
second hard drive (for automated backups) and a USB drive backup for the
daughter to use.
Since moving my daughter’s computers to Linux, my support calls have gone
to almost nil. Most of the questions are related to how to accomplish a task
with the applications. Linux is a multiuser system.
My daughters and I have been using the longterm support (LTS) releases
(around 5 years) of Linux Mint. The current release of Mint (LTS) is 20. The
only timeconsuming support with my daughter's computers is when I upgrade
to a new release of the long term support distro. This is due to both my
daughters having multiple users. It requires backing up their home folders,
creating users with the same id, restoring their home folders, and changing
back the ownership of their respective files because my backup is done with
admin rights. I’m seriously considering creating an application to perform this
automatically or finding a backup program that will do this.
SO WHY LINUX?
Windows 7 is no longer supported; this requires the possibility of purchasing a
new computer as it wouldn’t update my machine and definitely not my
daughter's computers. This would also require purchasing new versions of the
programs we need as they are not supported under Windows 7.
Now that Windows 10 is in full swing there have been many problems when
installing updates. Also, Microsoft states this is the last version of Windows. It
appears that most commercial programs are going to a monthly subscription
or yearly subscription, which benefits them but not the user. For most of us,
Page 8
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this means you cannot continue to use a program for years even if you do not
need the updated features (lack of choice forced upgrades). Windows feature
updates are only supported for two years, so does that indicate that you’ll
need to update your computer, or are they preparing to implement a
subscription service for Windows?
I’ll step down from my soapbox now.
Jim Quinn
Each of my 2 new computers specifications:
Corsair Case Black, 300R
Motherboard: ASUS P8Z77V Deluxe
CPU: Intel i73770K
Memory: G.Skill, F31866C10D16GSR – total 32GB
Asus DRW24B1ST
Pioneer DVD BDR207UBK
Western Digital, WD1003FZEX (2 each) for windows RAID 1 and 1 for Linux
Computer

Use keyboard commands to create screenshots in Win10
By John Stampfel, President, Brookdale Computer Users Group
August 2020 issue, BUG Bytes
www.bcug.com
jstampfel+bcug (at) gmail.com

I learn something new every day. To someone's question "In Windows 7 (or 8 or 10),
is there a simple way to press "print screen," and then press just one more key (on
the keyboard) to have the image automatically stored in a .jpg, file with an auto
generated filename?"
I learned from the answer posted on Quora.com by Pauli Vaara:
"Windows 10 has it builtin. Hold down the Windows key while pressing PrintScreen,
and the screenshot will be stored in your user account's Pictures > Screenshots
folder in .png format, which keeps the original quality, unlike .jpg, which ‘mushes’
everything more or less."
The modifiers (holding down ALT, or Shift, or Control) while doing this don’t seem to
have the same effect as without the Windows key. They used to let you select a
section of the screen or the active window. Holding down WindowsALTPrtScrn will
capture the active window only and save it in your user account's Video/Captures
folder as a .png.
I used to use WindowsShiftS to bring up the, also builtin, Windows 10 snipping
tool. That allows selecting the area to be snipped. That saves the snip to the
clipboard. With notifications turned on, it allows you to click and edit and share, but
it brings up the Photos app. Maybe that is sometimes useful. One can annotate,
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modify, save, or "share" (send to email.) Sharing here
in Photos also includes, in Windows 10, the ability to
share directly to “nearby” computers which also have
the feature “share with nearby computers” turned on.
The other computer must accept the share (like
AirDrop on iPhones.)
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Need a screenshot of something while in Word, Excel,
or PowerPoint on Windows 10? That is now built into
those programs. Check the Insert menu. So, more than
one way to skin a cat.

and all inquiries should be directed to
Mike Goldberg at
Individuals with disabilities who plan
to

attend

require

this

certain

program

ARI  Monthly newsletter
AudioBook  Free audio book
Calibre  Manage and read ebooks
and publications
ClassicShell  Customizable start menu with
multiple styles
DVDOMlists  Contents of CDs and DVDs
of the Month

in

the

program

contact

CAEUG

Goldberg at
prior

to

and

who

accommodations

order to observe and / or

January 2021
DVD of the Month

sponsored

are

in

participate

requested

president,

to

Mike

, at least five (5) days
the

reasonable

program,

so

accommodation

that

can

be

made.

Mailing address:
CAEUG
P.O. Box 3150
Glen Ellyn, IL 60138
Members Helpline
Any member can volunteer to be

FileZilla  FTP (File Transfer Protocol) software

on the Members Helpline.
Hardware problems, Win 7, Win

GodMode  Create a folder of 206 tools
and utilities
MemberContributions  Things members
send me

10, Linux and Virus Removal
 John Spizzirri

CAEUG OFFICERS
President

Mike Goldberg

OldTimeRadio  Old radio audio files
V.P. (Programs) Roger Kinzie

PowerToys  A set of utilities to tune and
streamline Win 10
Secretary

Position OPEN

Roomeon  Interior / room design software

Treasurer

Position OPEN

SpybotAntiBeacon  Software prevents Windows
sending info to Microsoft
Sweet Home 3D  Interior / room design software
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Kathy Groce

Board Member Frank Braman
Webmaster

John Spizzirri

webmaster(at)caeug.net
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